CHAPTER NINE
THE  EMPIRE   AS  BURDEN  AND   SUPPORT
THE constitutional form of the British Empire has
changed since and as a result of the World War,. The
former British colonial empire has developed into a
league of freely affiliated independent States^ a league
sui generis, a league unique in world history. It
represents an original contribution by the British people
to the political history of the world. The British
Empire can perhaps best be described as a confederacy
of States without any central executive power.
The British Empire consists of six independent
States, namely Great Britain herself, Eire, Canada,
South Africa, Australia and New Zealand, and in
addition those possessions which do not yet enjoy
independence. Amongst these India takes an inter-
mediate place because she is about to obtain her
independence. All these independent States have the
same King who resides permanently in Great Britain.
The constitutions of these six States are similar, but
they have no joint constitution, and they certainly are
not subject to any joint central executive power whose
final word is law.
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